and all above them; and this it seem'd to do somewhat
leisurely, cracking the Walls to the Top, lifting visibly
the whole Weight about nine Inches, which suddenly
jumping down, made a great Heap of Ruin in the Place
without scattering, it was half a Minute before the Heap
already fallen open'd in two or three Places, and emitted
some Smoke. By this Description may be observ'd the
incredible Force of Powder: 18 Pounds of which lifted
up above 3000 Tun, & saved the Work of loco Labourers.

The Fall of so great a Weight from an Height of 200
Feet, gave a Concussion to the Ground, that the Inhabit-
ants round about took for an Earthquake.

Encourag'd by this Success, he thought to proceed this
Way5 but being oblig'd to go out of Town in the King's
Service, he left the Management of another Mine begun,
to the Care of his next Officer, who too wise in his own
Conceit, put in a greater Quantity of Powder, and neither
went low enough, nor sufficiently fortified the Mouth of
the Mine; and tho* it had the Effect, yet one Stone was
shot out to the opposite Side of the Church-yard, through
an open Window, into a Room of a private House., where
some Women were sitting at Work, without any Harm
done; this Accident frighted the Neighbours to that
Degree, that he was importun'd to use no more Powder,
and was so directed also by his Superiors ; tho3 with due
Caution it might have been executed without Hazard,
and sav'd much Time and Money.

(from Parentalia)
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